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Seymour MorrisJr.: American History Revised: 200 Startling Facts That Never Made It into the Textbooks
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised American History
Revised: 200 Startling Facts That Never Made It into the Textbooks:

5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Revisited but not accurateBy A JIf the author had taken afew US
history courses or had a US history grad student edit the book it would have been more believable. For instance:
Thomas Jefferson was not John Adam'’s secretary of state he was George Washington's. Jefferson was vice

president. The introduction to the Gettysburg Address has the date 1862. The battle did not even take place until July
1865.Macy's was founded by Rowland Hussey Macy in 1858, named "R. H. Macy Co." on Sixth Avenue. Macy died
in 1877. In 1895 Macy's was acquired by Isidor Straus and his brother Nathan, who had previously held alicense to
sell china and other goodsin the Macy's store. The Straus's did not establish Macy's as the book reports.When
discussing, during the early 1900's, who became US President when a president dies in office and thereis no vice
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president, the book states everyone knows that the speaker of the house assumes the office, or words to that effect.
First off | doubt everybody knows but this was not the case. Until 1947 the secretary of state would have assumed the
officeif there was no president or vice president.l could continue due to other errors but you get the idea.0 of O people
found the following review helpful. Opened my eyesBYy sherri scottl was glad to receive this book, | have been reading
this to my seven year old granddaughter. She is amazed at some of the stories | find thisis not what | was taught in
school. | find it alittle sad that we didn't get the truth all those years ago.0 of 0 people found the following review
helpful. Surprising information for history buffsBy Marge Dickinsonlnteresting information and easy to read.

American History Revised is asinformative asit is entertaining and humorous. Filled with irony, surprises, and long-
hidden secrets, the book does more than revise American history, it reinvents it. James Bamford, bestselling author of
The Puzzle Palace, Body of Secrets, and The Shadow Factory This spirited reexamination of American history delves
into our past to expose hundreds of startling facts that never made it into the textbooks, and highlights how little-known
peopleand events played surprisingly influential rolesin the great American story. We tend to think of history as
settled, set in stone, but American History Revised reveals a past that isfilled with ironies, surprises, and
misconceptions. Living abroad for twelve years gave author Seymour Morris Jr. the opportunity to view his country as
an outsider and compelled him to examine American history from afresh perspective. As Morris colorfully illustrates
through the 200historical vignettes that make up this book, much of our nations past is quite differentand far more
remarkablethan we thought. We discover that: In the 1950s Ford was approached by two Japanese companies begging
for ajoint venture. Ford declined their offers, calling them makers of tin cars. The two companies were Toyota and
Nissan. Eleanor Roosevelt and most womens groups opposed the Equal Rights Amendmentforbidding gender
discrimination. The two generals who ended the Civil War werent Grant and Lee. The #1 bestselling American book
of all time was written in one day. The Dutch made a bad investment buying Manhattan for $24. Two young girls
aimed someday to become First Ladyand succeeded. Threetimes, a private financier saved the United States from
bankruptcy. Organized into ten thematic chapters, American History Revised plumbs American historys numerous
inconsistencies, twists, and turns to make it come alive again.

From Booklistin 1995s Lies My Teacher Told Me, James L eowen surveyed severa popular American history
textbooks and exposed their errors and falsehoods. Consider Morris book its sequel, or perhaps its progeny. Morris
discusses topics that were |eft out of the history books: the way Amerigo Vespucci wound up being credited as the
discoverer of America, for example (he was atireless self-promoter), or the revolutionary anti-jamming
communications system invented during WWII by Hedy Lamarr, the famous Hollywood actress. Thisis a deeply
fascinating book, and one that should appeal to a broad spectrum of readers, from students to history buffsto trivia
addicts. Some of Morris facts seem more like personal opinions, as when he calls General MacArthurs failure to get
court-martialed after Pearl Harbor (for ignoring orders to get his planesin the air) the greatest government cover-up of
al. But whether hes trading in documented facts or unsupported opinions, Morris tells a compelling story. --David Pitt
Thisis adeeply fascinating book, and one that should appeal to a broad spectrum of readers, from students to history
buffs to trivia addicts.-- BooklistEye-opening, interesting and lively. If schools put it on the curriculum, kids would
pay more attention American History Revised should be required reading for anyone in public office, a potent
reminder that real history, not the tabloid fodder sprayed across the nightly news, is often made far from the

limelight. -- Huffington PostAmerican History Revised offers an overview of American history by focusing on many
facts and episodes that, startling or not, do indeed often throw light on our peculiarly complicated country, its past,
and, inevitably, its present and even future. | doubt that there is a single reader who wont find many of the essays
genuinely illuminating Morris is a master of the concise essay and often challenging. Morrisis opinionated; few
readers will agree with himin all of his opinions, but he is awonderful person to engage with.-- History Book
ClubSeymour Morris Jr. is certainly not the first to take alateral ook at the moments when the facts conflict with
legend and choose to print the facts. He is, however, the most readable and authoritative. Thisisalucid, provocative
and thoroughly enjoyable book, full of eye-opening surprises and tantalizing what-ifs, which can be read cover to
cover or dipped into like a box of favorite candies. -- The BookWeb.comMany believe that history isinflexible and
chiseled in stone. The smple fact isthat history is much more fluid. In fact, according to this fascinating book, history
isgeneraly filled with ironies, surprises, and misconceptions. Witty, lucid, and playful, thisis abook that will leave
you astonished, entertained, and, yes, enlightened. -- Tucson CitizenIn his new book, Seymour Morris Jr. shows that
American history islike an iceberg, with the best parts long hidden from view. American History Revisedis as
informative as it is entertaining and humorous. Filled with irony, surprises, and long-hidden secrets, the book does
more than revise American history, it reinventsit. -- James Bamford, best-selling author of Puzzle Palace"In American
History Revised, author Seymour Morris, Jr. delivers useful and entertaining snippets of American history. The reader
learns of a news story, broke to eastern newspapersin 1861 by ayoung Mark Twain, who later saw his novel
Huckleberry Finn banned from several public libraries (afact which only made them sell faster). With reverence,
Morristells of the U.S. aircraft carrier Y orktown, nearly sunk by the air-raid on Pearl Harbor, repaired and re-fitted in



68 hours by 1,400 men.The people and events chosen for this book meet two criteria: they are largely unknown, and
they make a point worth remembering.Business-minded folks would do well to pick up this piece for a hefty dose of
inexpensive financial advice. Oneisinformed that Howard Hughes was not entirely self-made but got aleg up from
his father, who not only invented a unique oil-drilling bit, but unlike many inventors, the man refused to sell the
invention, instead making a fortune renting the bits out to drilling companies. The author aso points out that the
patient investors that held onto their stocks even after the great crash of 1929 made out like bandits.If anything, these
pages reminds us that if humans indeed learn from our pastin order not to repeat mistakesthen history books lacking
these facts should be swiftly updated." - San Francisco Book About the Author"Everyone has abook in them, it is
commonly said. For Mike Morris, growing up in Princeton, NJ, then Harvard College and Harvard Business School,
such abook must involve American history, hisfavorite subject. Harvard Business School doesnt teach you history,
obviously, but it does stress the need to think creatively and differently. In business and investing, you try to predict
whats going to happen in the future, he says. In reading history, you try to figure out what happened in the past. The
two activities are essentially the same, they require the same mental skills. Interpreting history, like trying to assess the
potential of a new business venture, requires imagination, connecting the dots, seeing the big picture.Working in New
Y ork for twenty years in business, he had no time to write. His favorite hobby was browsing bookstores and buying
books faster than he had time to read them. The wonderful life of being a man of |etters would have to wait for another
daylt came sooner than expected. Moving to Romaniato search out business opportunitiesin 1994, he ended up
staying for twelve years as a founder and owner of two businesses. Lifein Europeisalot slower than in America, and
Bucharest does not have all the activities and distractions that New Y ork does. Like in childhood when he read
American Heritage from cover to cover, in Bucharest he read every history book he brought over from the United
States. He kept copious notes, and filed away stories he found particularly intriguing. But writing a book?The spur to
action can come from an unexpected source. For Mike Morris, it came from his part-time activity as Harvard
representative for Romania, responsible for interviewing Romanian high school students applying to Harvard. He was
surprised by the interest these students had in America and how America came to be so much more successful than
their own country. Their optimism and belief in Americawas afar cry from high school students in the United States
who take Americafor granted. Clearly, if this was such a dream for them, he must know more about it. So every
evening and every weekend, he plunged into hislife-long hobby. American history, says Gore Vidal, has fallen more
and more into the hands of academics. Indeed, there exists in much of academia ablind obeisance to over-
specialization at the expense of imagination and seeing the big picture. What are needed are people who can write
intelligent but lucid history for the general public: popular history.This he set out to do in writing a book about
Americas hidden past. For afirst-time author to be published by Random House is a perfect start for his second career.
He has two other books now under development.He livesin New Y ork with his wife Gabriela. Every day he worksin
his magnificent new office, rent-free: the New Y ork Public Library, a treasure trove even more interesting than the
internet..



