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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Social realism on the waterfrontBy Karl JanssenEarly in his career, 
Nobel Prize-winning American playwright Eugene ONeill wrote many plays about the sea and sailing life. Later on he 
became better known for serious psychological dramas about dysfunctional families. Anna Christie, first performed in 
1921, might be thought of as the turning point where those two phases of his career intersect. It won the Pulitzer Prize 
in 1922, and is generally considered to be one of ONeills best works.The play takes place around 1910 and opens at a 
waterfront bar in New York City. The postman gives the bartender a letter addressed to one of the saloons regular 
patrons, who arrives soon after to receive it. Chris Christopherson is a Swedish immigrant and the captain of a coal 
barge. The letter informs him that his daughter Anna, whom he abandoned at a young age for life at sea, will be 
coming to visit him in New York. Christopherson is delighted at the idea of seeing his daughter again after all these 
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years, but filled with trepidation as to how she will respond to him and whether he will live up to her expectations. His 
own expectations, meanwhile, are unrealistically high. Having only known his daughter as a little girl, he expects her 
to be the perfect, innocent young woman, destined to be a respectable farmers wife. Above all, he wants her to have 
nothing to do with a live on the water. With an attitude of maritime mysticism, he blames the sea for all the trouble in 
his life and personifies it as the devil. When he finally meets Anna, it is revealed that she has not led the innocent life 
he dreamed for her. In order to survive, she has had to resort to less reputable means of making her way in the world. 
How will her past affect her relationships with the men in her life, and will the sea finally get her in the end?ONeills 
depiction of lower and working class characters was revolutionary for his time, though that may be difficult for todays 
readers to appreciate. Prior to the 20th century, the dramatic stage was reserved for tales of the rich and royal, whereas 
nowadays anything goes on stage and screen, and all walks of life are represented. ONeills characters and situations 
would have seemed crude and harsh to the theater-going public of a century ago, and even today the grittiness of his 
realism and the bleakness of his outlook can be jarring. His dialogue is authentically faithful to the street slang and 
international accents of the waterfront dives and coal barge cabins in which the story is set. ONeill, who worked for 
years as a sailor and drank heavily, would have been familiar with this world. His plays have the feeling of sketches 
from life, like the realist paintings of the Ashcan School.Theres an undercurrent of feminism in the play, as Anna is an 
independent woman who can provide for herself and even scorns men as the cause of all the problems in her life. This 
feminist stance is not sustained throughout, but its still pretty forward for American literature of the 1920s, and the 
role of Anna is one of the great meaty stage roles for female performers. This play was no doubt groundbreaking for 
its day, but a century later the plot comes across as a bit predictable, perhaps because so many unrelated films have 
since been built upon a similar template.In reading this book its not hard to imagine yourself in the audience, or being 
right there in the bar with Anna and Chris. Not every playwrights work translates well into printed form, but ONeill is 
one dramatist whose writing really leaps off the page for a great reading experience.0 of 0 people found the following 
review helpful. Great play!By patricia diamondFast read covering human pain , betrayal, finally forgiveness and 
acceptance. Not wrapped up with a happy ending, but with hope.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A 
Young Girl on the SeaBy S. KellyI didn't know of this O'Neill play. It's interesting to see how he wrote earlier in his 
career. The plot's simple and rather predictable, still it's got some historical significance. I got to see how a 
"dishonorable" women was treated before WWI and that forgiveness from men was hard to "earn."

Stacy Keach stars in this Eugene O Neill classic. The passion of a coal barge captains daughter and a rough-hewn 
sailor takes a tumultuous turn when her secret past is revealed. Nobel laureate Eugene ONeill won the second of his 
four Pulitzer Prizes for this heroic classic. A L.A. Theatre Works full-cast performance featuring: Stacy Keach, Alison 
Elliott, Alley Mills, Dwier Brown, Maurice Chase and Scott Lowell.

From Library JournalThis play by Nobel laureate O'Neill centers around Anna, a young woman who, after an illness, 
decides to spend some time with the father she knows only from occasional letters. While with him, a coal barge 
captain, she meets Matt, a sailor who's ready to settle down, and the two fall in love. Believing herself unworthy of 
happiness, Anna reveals secrets from her past that test both her father's and Matt's love. In this expert production, 
scenes are painted through dialog and the unobtrusive use of sound effects. The actors reveal vivid and distinct 
characters, and the listener never has to wonder who's speaking. Highly recommended to libraries that serve students 
and those who love theater.-Adrienne Furness, Lockport P.L., NY Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc. 
Eugene O Neill s 1922 Pulitzer Prize-winning drama (his second of four Pulitzers) may seem with its slangy dialects, a 
shade unsubtle to readers today. But listeners of the L.A. Theatre Works probably won t notice, thanks to this 
excellent, nuanced production. Stacy Keach emphasizes the likable, vulnerable side of a Swedish coal-barge captain 
reunited after 15 years with his daughter. Keach prevents the father from descending into caricature. Alison Elliot also 
avoids the stereotype inherent in her part as his man-hating prostitute daughter, and Dwier Brown conveys both 
innocence and scorn as a young Irish seaman. Atmospheric sound effects are laid in subtly. A saloon-and-sea drama, 
this early O Neill triumph has deservedly found a rich, new life. G.H. Winner of AUDIOFILE Earphones Award. --
AudioFile MagazineThis play by Nobel laureate O'Neill centers around Anna, a young woman who, after an illness, 
decides to spend some time with the father she knows only from occasional letters. While with him, a coal barge 
captain, she meets Matt, a sailor who's ready to settle down, and the two fall in love. Believing herself unworthy of 
happiness, Anna reveals secrets from her past that test both her father's and Matt's love. In this expert production, 
scenes are painted through dialog and the unobtrusive use of sound effects. The actors reveal vivid and distinct 
characters, and the listener never has to wonder who's speaking. Highly recommended to libraries that serve students 
and those who love theater.--Adrienne Furness, --Library JournalThis play by Nobel laureate O'Neill centers around 
Anna, a young woman who, after an illness, decides to spend some time with the father she knows only from 
occasional letters. While with him, a coal barge captain, she meets Matt, a sailor who's ready to settle down, and the 
two fall in love. Believing herself unworthy of happiness, Anna reveals secrets from her past that test both her father's 
and Matt's love. In this expert production, scenes are painted through dialog and the unobtrusive use of sound effects. 



The actors reveal vivid and distinct characters, and the listener never has to wonder who's speaking. Highly 
recommended to libraries that serve students and those who love theater.--Adrienne Furness, --Library JournalFrom 
the Inside FlapThe passion of a coal barge captain's daughter and a rough-hewn sailor takes a tumultuous turn when 
her secret past is revealed. Nobel laureate Eugene O'Neill won the second of his four Pulitzer Prizes for this heroic 
classic. An L.A. Theatre Works full-cast performance starring: Stacy Keach as Chris Christopherson Alison Elliot as 
Anna Christopherson Dwier Brown as Mat Burke Scott Lowell as Larry Alley Mills as Marthy Owen 


