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David Yearsley : Bach and the M eanings of Counterpoint (New Per spectivesin Music History and Criticism)
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Bach and the Meanings
of Counterpoint (New Perspectivesin Music History and Criticism):

19 of 23 people found the following review helpful. Finally someone who fully understands counterpoint! By James J.


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0521090997

FallonTruly an excellent study of the meaning behind Bach's use of counterpoint in his treatises on Harmony,
Counterpoint, and Fugue. David Y arsley's insightful understanding of tonal counterpoint and how it functions, in
conjunction with his great historical perspective, allows him to draw some very interesting and useful conclusions on
Bach's works. For example his explanation of Crab Cannon is about as good as it gets and clearly shows his mastery of
the material at hand. This book isamust read for any serious composer or lover of Bach.

This book offers new interpretations of many of Bach's late compositions which include complex musical techniques
such as canon. These techniques held great significance for Bach and his contemporaries not only on account of the
great skill they demanded but because of the meanings attached to them. Intricate musical deviceswere crucial to the
Lutheran rituals of death and dying, to alchemy, to Enlightenment philosophies of stylistic change and musical
progress, to musical representations of political power, and to the legacy of Bach into our own time.

"...afascinating glimpse into the use of counterpoint in Bach's music and the implications that technique had in atime
when it was rapidly disappearing in favor of newer styles." Music Educators Journal" This fascinating study explores
the significance of Johann Sebastian Bach's learned counterpoint... A significant new voice in Bach studies. Essentia.”
ChoiceAbout the AuthorDavid Y earsley is an assistant professor at Cornell University. His scholarly work has
appeared in the Journal of the American Musicological Society, Early Music, Music Letters, and the Journal of
Seventeenth-Century Music.



