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Kevin J. Anderson, Daniel Wallace, Bill Hughes : The Essential Chronology (Star Wars)  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Essential Chronology (Star Wars): 

30 of 30 people found the following review helpful. Great BookBy NathanThis is a great Star Wars book, but after 
waiting several years for it, my expectations of it grew huge, hence the 4-star rating.This book is being released now 
pretty much to bring all the new Star Wars readers who are starting with the New Jedi Order series up to speed on all 
the Bantam books and comics, and it does a very good job. Although it does focus just a little too heavily on the 
movies, that's come to be expected.But where this book really comes in handy to Star Wars fanatics like me is the little 
between-the-scenes stuff, filling in details about what was happening politically and in the big picture between the 
books.This book is also filled with a bunch of incredible (and a few not-so-incredible) illustrations by Bill Hughes. 
These illustrate key scenes and characters which we haven't seen before. What this book does not try to do is fill in 
what was happening day by day like so many online timelines, rather it sticks to a history-textbook like feel so that we 
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get the "whole picture" instead of a bunch of little unrelated incidents.Also, this is good because Kevin Anderson's 
writing style and Wallace's previous writing experience are more suited to this. While Anderson's SW novels seemed 
condescending at times because he made everything too obvious, here that's the point.I definitely recommend this 
book to any star wars fan, new or old.39 of 41 people found the following review helpful. This really is an 
'Essential'book for Star Wars Fans.By A CustomerI was really anticipating the release of the Essential Chronology, as 
I was looking forward to an official effort to define the flow of the often cumbersome Star Wars Universe. I was not 
disapointed. This book fits all the puzzle pieces together, from KJA's Sith comic books to Episode 1 to Shadows of the 
Empire and beyond. One of the really helpful aspects to me, is it 'finishes' a lot of stories. The authors were allowed to 
fill in the gaps, and so we now know what happend AFTER The Truce at Bakura, and just where those awful young 
adult novels involving Tricolus fit in. As other people have mentioned, the book is very brief in its descriptions, and 
really leaves out a lot of detail that would be nice to have. This is not to say that the authors skipped massive parts of 
the expanded universe, just that there are small bits missing. As one reviewer noted, little to nothing of the Rogue 
Squadron comics were included, while Kevin J Andersons own Tales of the Jedi have entire chapters devoted to them. 
More than making up for these gripes is the effort put into getting as much major information in as possible. For 
example, readers of the now defunct Star Wars Adventure Journal may remember the Pentastar Alignment, but how 
did it form, and what happend to it? Now we have the answers. Also corrected are the discrepencies between the Sith 
as presented in the Tales of the Jedi, and in Episode 1, and the explination is very interesting, as it also ties in elements 
from the game Dark Forces II Jedi Knight.While the text can get a bit oppresive if you try to read it through, it works 
great as a refrence, just look up the period you want to know more about. All in all, I have to say this is a great book, 
all that is keeping it from the full four stars is the lack of details in some parts, and the attempt to include the young 
adult books at all, they should have been dropped along with the Ewok movies. Other than that, I would reccomend 
the purchase of the book, it is quite worth. 4/5.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Four StarsBy BPok

"After the fall of the Empire, many archives were opened and hidden information came to the attention of scholars 
across the galaxy. We are at a crux point in history . . . Citizens of the New Republic must know their history--a rich 
and glorious tradition, [with] many dark mistakes. We must learn from both."--New Republic Historical CouncilThe 
story is one that began many thousands of years before the birth of Luke Skywalker . . . or Anakin Skywalker . . . or 
even Obi-Wan Kenobi. It spans galaxies, encompasses kingdoms and powerful dynasties, chronicles wars, and charts 
the rise and fall of individuals who changed the course of their times. Now, at last, the many strands of this 
extraordinary saga are drawn together--from the original movies, from the novels, from every verifiable source--and 
tied together in one, comprehensive volume.- Learn about the Great Hyperspace War that divided the ancient Jedi 
Knights - Discover the colorful adventures of the rogue heroes Han Solo and Lando Calrissian- Experience the 
overthrow of the Empire, the birth of the New Republic, the founding of Skywalker's Jedi academy, the marriage of 
Han Solo and Princess Leia Organa, and much more!Relive the legendary events. Catch up with the action you 
missed. Explore the saga of Star Wars from the very beginning--in one, authoritative essential guide!

.com When this book first hit print, many Star Wars fans felt a great disturbance in the Force. Not the bad, millions-of-
voices-crying-out-in-terror kind of disturbance, mind you--more like a galactic sigh of relief as two Star Wars vets 
finally dared to compile a comprehensive chronology, a book ambitiously subtitled "The Definitive History of the Star 
Wars Universe." And Kevin J. Anderson and Daniel Wallace don't disappoint. Their accurately named Essential 
Chronology satisfies all but the most rabid fan-boy needs, cataloging every significant event from the Golden Age of 
the Sith (roughly 5,000 years B.B.Y., Before the Battle of Yavin) through to the exploits of the Young Jedi in 24 
A.B.Y. (immediately preceding the events of Del Rey's New Jedi Order story arc). In encyclopedic style, the duo have 
compiled the periods and players from what's become a sprawl of comics, computer games, newspaper strips, "audio 
adventures," and paperbacks. Some niggling details, of course, slip through the cracks, but the end product succeeds 
admirably, proving to be both entertaining and useful. The icing on the cake? Solid illustrations by Bill Hughes, an era-
by-era timeline (including every major book, comic, computer game, and movie), and--thank the Maker--an index. --
Paul HughesFrom the Inside Flap"After the fall of the Empire, many archives were opened and hidden information 
came to the attention of scholars across the galaxy. We are at a crux point in history . . . Citizens of the New Republic 
must know their history--a rich and glorious tradition, [with] many dark mistakes. We must learn from both."--New 
Republic Historical CouncilThe story is one that began many thousands of years before the birth of Luke Skywalker . . 
. or Anakin Skywalker . . . or even Obi-Wan Kenobi. It spans galaxies, encompasses kingdoms and powerful 
dynasties, chronicles wars, and charts the rise and fall of individuals who changed the course of their times. Now, at 
last, the many strands of this extraordinary saga are drawn together--from the original movies, from the novels, from 
every verifiable source--and tied together in one, comprehensive volume.- Learn about the Great Hyperspace War that 
divided the ancient Jedi Knights - Discover the colorful adventures of the rogue heroes Han Solo and Lando 
Calrissian- Experience the overthrow of the Empire, the birth of the New Republic, the founding of Skywalker's Jedi 
academy, the marriage of Han Solo and Princess Leia Organa, and much more!Relive the legendary events. Catch up 



with the action you missed. Explore the saga of Star Wars from the very beginning--in one, authoritative essential 
guide! 


