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Michael Willian : The Essential It's a Wonderful Life: A Scene-By-Scene Guide to the Classic Film  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Essential It's a Wonderful 
Life: A Scene-By-Scene Guide to the Classic Film: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Couldn't be betterBy Peter MeltzerIf I could give this book 6 stars, I 
would. I cannot recommend it highly enough. I am a sometime author and I was once lazily considering writing a book 
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about this movie. Having this this book however, I am sure glad I didn't because this is a veritable masterpiece, 
especially compared to whatever dreck I would have turned out. It is very funny in parts and to say it is thoroughly 
researched would be an understatement. There are just so many interesting details about the movie that most people 
would never have picked up on (including me) no matter how many times they have seen the movie. I watched it on a 
DVD while reading the book and it took me about twice the normal length of the movie to watch it because I had to 
keep hitting rewind to notice the plethora of subtle moments or slip-ups or continuity gaffes that I had missed on all 
previous viewings. It is also very well written. I congratulate the author on a wonderful book.2 of 2 people found the 
following review helpful. Wonderful Insight for a Wonderful MovieBy D. LesterThis is a true classic movie. And this 
book was delightful and informative and I loved reading it. I'm sorry I didn't have time this past Christmas to sit down 
with this book and the movie together. But I will this year.The book highlights each scene, then gives details to what's 
going on with: Closer Look; Film Anecdotes; Did You Know?; Cast Anecdotes and much more. I thought I knew 
everything there was to know about this movie, but, boy was I wrong. I enjoyed reading it and for fans of this movie, I 
think it's a "must have".0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A lot of fun to read, but needs more ebook-
type featuresBy S. BeauchesneThis a very fun read. It's easy and quick, but brings out many details and anecdotes 
about all aspects of this great Christmas movie. I only gave it 4 stars because I wished that the Kindle version would 
have more images. Also, I'm not sure how the ebook was put together, but I couldn't do any searches or add notes.

Even the most ardent fans of Its a Wonderful Life will be surprised and delighted by the insightful discussions of film 
details, cast anecdotes, curiosities, and gaffes found in this charming guide. Providing a fresh perspective, this 
companion includes a handy film chronology and an overview of the plot, a complete breakdown of the musical score, 
a fun and challenging quiz, a DVD bookmarking feature designed to give instant access to favorite scenes and other 
points of interest, informative historical sidebars, the complete lyrics to "Buffalo Gals," and never-before-seen maps 
and diagrams of downtown Bedford Falls, downtown Pottersville, the Building and Loan, and 320 Sycamore. In 
addition, film lovers will learn why George should have spent Christmas Eve in jail, who crashes the Bailey family 
Christmas Eve gathering, the story behind the sudden demise of Mr. Gowers son, how to make a flaming rum punch, 
the real-life site of the Bedford Falls High School "swim-gym," and other fascinating trivia related to the classic.

"Packed with history, trivia and thoughtful analysis." The Oregonian 


