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Christian K. Messenger : The Godfather and American Culture: How the Corleones Became "Our Gang" 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Godfather and 
American Culture: How the Corleones Became "Our Gang": 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy ChicoGreat book1 of 5 people found the following 
review helpful. How can you make the Godfather so DRY?!By Dr.L.Not at all what I expected. Way too "academic" 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0791453588


in its telling. Dry and slow to read, i lost my interest and attention in the first few pages. Picked it up again but no use. 
I'm not sure that I would even use this in a classroom setting. It does pose an interesting premise as to how the 
Godfather has influenced our culture, and pop-culture for that matter, but it takes the long road to get there. 
Disappointing.4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. A Great Explanation of What it Really Means to 
"Like" The Godfather.By Alexander WulffThe other review for this book seems to have missed out on just how 
accessible a read this is...it is certainly a serious approach to the Godfather...but do you really want to read a book 
about a thirty year old movie that isn't serious? This is a great tour through the reasons The Godfather resonated the 
way it did originally...and continues to do so.

A comprehensive look at a classic work of popular fiction and its hold on the American imagination.

Messenger s book is a phenomenon [a] comprehensive, intelligent, and definitive study of what is surely the twentieth 
century s most telling fable of the complex intersections of work and family in American culture. Electronic Book 
What Messenger has done in this book is to place Mario Puzo nicely into both a United States popular-cultural 
paradigm as well as into the more high-brow category of American writers. The fact that he then engages in a wider 
discourse of printed and film narrative becomes even more impressive for the manner in which he so adroitly 
succeeds. Anthony Julian Tamburri, author of A Semiotic of Ethnicity: In (Re)cognition of the Italian/American 
Writer Any study of The Godfather would be important in itself, because Puzo s novel is a landmark of popular 
culture. If Messenger were only concerned with reading The Godfather in cultural isolation, this would be the best 
aesthetic analysis of Puzo that we ve seen. But Messenger has done more: he s created a landmark in the study of 
popular culture. Frank Lentricchia, author of The Music of the Inferno""Messenger's book is a phenomenon ... [a] 
comprehensive, intelligent, and definitive study of what is surely the twentieth century's most telling fable of the 
complex intersections of work and family in American culture." -- Electronic Book "What Messenger has done in this 
book is to place Mario Puzo nicely into both a United States popular-cultural paradigm as well as into the more high-
brow category of American writers. The fact that he then engages in a wider discourse of printed and film narrative 
becomes even more impressive for the manner in which he so adroitly succeeds." -- Anthony Julian Tamburri, author 
of A Semiotic of Ethnicity: In (Re)cognition of the Italian/American Writer "Any study of The Godfather would be 
important in itself, because Puzo's novel is a landmark of popular culture. If Messenger were only concerned with 
reading The Godfather in cultural isolation, this would be the best aesthetic analysis of Puzo that we've seen. But 
Messenger has done more: he's created a landmark in the study of popular culture." -- Frank Lentricchia, author of The 
Music of the InfernoFrom the Back CoverMario Puzo's The Godfather is an American pop phenomenon whose driving 
force is reflected not only in book sales and cable television movie marathons but also in such related works as the hit 
television series The Sopranos. In The Godfather and American Culture, Chris Messenger offers an important and 
comprehensive study of this classic work of popular fiction and its hold on the American imagination. As Messenger 
shows, the Corleones have indeed become our gang, and we see our family business in America reflected in them. 
Examining The Godfather and its many incarnations within a variety of texts and contexts, Messenger also addresses 
Puzo's inconsistent affiliation with his Italian heritage, his denial of the multiethnic literary subject, and his decades-
long struggle for respect as a writer in contemporary America. The study ultimately offers a way of looking at the 
much-maligned genre of popular or bestselling fiction itself. By placing both the novel and films within a number of 
revealing critical situations, Messenger addresses the continuing problem of how we talk about elite and popular 
fiction in America-and what we mean when we take sides.About the AuthorChris Messenger is Professor of English at 
the University of Illinois at Chicago. He is the author of Sport and the Spirit of Play in American Fiction: Hawthorne 
to Faulkner and Sport and the Spirit of Play in Contemporary American Fiction; and is the coauthor, with Chet 
Walker, of Long Time Coming: A Black Athletes Coming-of-Age in America. 


