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From Jeff Kurtti : The Great Movie Musical Trivia Book  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised The Great Movie Musical Trivia Book: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy MicheleThis was a gift and she loved it. I received it 
quickly.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Gailanne DillGreat book! Pictures and 
information were outstanding!5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Review from 4 Front Magazine, Vol. 
1, No. 19 May 1996By A CustomerIt's here. The perfect gift book for anyone who likes a good movie musical. This 
isn't the weird, obscure, only-a-show-queen-would-know stage musical or the fluff "name the year of blah blah blah" 
trivia. This is complete coverage; from stats through awards, to fun dirt on ten of everyone's favorite movies. Kurtti 
just picked his personal favorites to delve into, but who doesn't love "Mary Poppins" and want to know more?The 
trivia begins with the MGM Musicals of "The Wizard of Oz" and "Singin' in the Rain" and covers the spectrum from 
"My Fair Lady" to "Willy Wonka and the Chocolate Factory," to "Hello, Dolly!" and even to the animated "Beauty 
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and the Beast." Each of the ten musicals has questions divided into three categories. The easiest questions are about 
the story and the characters, followed by the medium, not so easy questions, concerning actors, artists, and others. 
Finally, the hard category, with no easy stuff, Kurtti appropriately labels the minutia and obscuria. While the book is 
set up to be read as simple Q and A, the fun comes with Jeff's researched follow-up stories after the answer. The 
questions are used as springboards to delicious little secrets about stars, sets, Munchkins, and mistakes. An example of 
a brief but interesting medium rated question and answer for "The Wizard of Oz," reads as follows:Q: Who was 
originally cast as the Wicked Witch? A: An early casting memo shows both Edna Mae Oliver and Fanny Brice as 
potential "witches" (their ethical orientation is not discussed, wicked or otherwise, but it's not hard to guess the 
casting). Finally, on August 20, 1938, Gale Sondergaard was announced for the role-a beautiful villain in the style of 
the evil queen in Disney's "Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs" (q.v.) She did tests for the picture during the last 
weeks of September 1938, but left by mutual agreement with the producers in early October,! when it was decided that 
the beautiful witch was not acceptable and attempts to hide Sondergaard's beauty in "ugly" make-up seemed 
ridiculous. The next year she would have the part of Tylette the Cat in "The Blue Bird."The stories range from brief 
paragraphs to full pages of bizarre information that Kurtti has uncovered through years of curious collecting and inside 
information at major studios. The book ignores all the obvious and targets the truly tasty fresh facts one can't resist. 
Juice combined with Jeff's witty personal commentary, make the book a great summer dessert sprinkled with 
photographs. This becomes the only drawback of the book, beginning with the colorful candy cover, it grabs you and 
you can't quit nibbling.This movie musical trivia book has a delightful introduction by Shirley Jones, who sums up the 
book nicely: "If you're a fan of the celluloid musical, got ready you are about to have one terrific time.' -- William 
Christopher
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