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From Brand: Grove Press : The Grove Book of Hollywood  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised The Grove Book of Hollywood: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. An Anthology of Hollywood Memories both Humorous and 
PoignantBy Michael RyanI bought this anthology from an Associate as a used book and am still reading it.The 
collection of short recollections are just amazing and give the outsider a real insight into theworkings of the industry 
town called Hollywood over several distinct decades. The collection iswell-organized, insightful, and representative of 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0802116752


workers in various industry capacities. It holdsgreat historical gossip, too, with both funny and poignant stories.5 of 5 
people found the following review helpful. What was Hollywood REALLY like? Read this!!!By A CustomerOK---I 
am taking the trouble to write a review because Where Else are you going to read a story about Ginger Rogers going to 
another studio to use the bathroom? Where Else are you going to read a story about Joan Crawford seducing a young 
Jackie Cooper? Or a wonderful, colorful account of a dinner party at San Simeon, complete with what people talked 
about. Or why "Over the Rainbow" almost got left out of The Wizard of Oz. Don't get me wrong--this isn't full of dirt. 
It is an intelligent, well-balanced view of the people and doings that make show business the true business it is! It is 
like meeting an old cameraman or other studio worker who "knew 'em all" and lived to tell YOU about it. Run, do not 
walk to the checkout and get a copy of this book today!2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. mythBy R. 
DAYThese are the stories of America's Myth Makers. If you want to understand Ancient Greece you go to Greek 
Mythology. If you want to understand America you go to Hollywood. This book collects the stories behind the myths 
in one glorious volume. There is nothing left to say exceptthank you!

The Grove Book of Hollywood is a richly entertaining compendium that brings Hollywood to life, in the words of the 
people who helped make it the city we know today. Movie moguls, ambitious starlets, embittered screenwriters, 
bemused outsiders such as P. G. Wodehouse and Evelyn Waugh, and others all have their say. Their personal 
recollections range from the affectionate to the scathing, and from the cynical to the grandiose, and they offer a 
textured, multifaceted portrait of the city from its humble origins to the height of glamour. We encounter the first 
people to move to Hollywood, when it was a dusty village on the outskirts of Los Angeles in the first years of the 
twentieth century. Silvester guides us through the halcyon days of the studio system in the 1930s, the darkest days of 
the blacklist, and the diminishing profits during the 1960s. And we witness the emergence of agents and the new 
studios during the 1970s and 1980s, as well as the incredible progress in special effects made during the 1990s. 
Covering the entire history of Hollywood, the books scope is nothing short of astonishing. Organized in a 
chronological, decade-by-decade fashion Grove Book of Hollywood is destined to become a classic of its genre. A 
must for anyone interested in Hollywood and the film industry. "Undoubtedly the best book I've ever read about 
Hollywood . . . Silvester has created a rich tapestry to immortalize the mad, bad, wild and extravagant ways of the 
Babylon of the film industry." -- Vincent Banville, Irish Times.

From the Inside FlapThe Grove Book of Hollywood is a richly entertaining anthology that brings Hollywood to life, in 
the words of the people who helped make it the city we know today. Movie moguls, embittered screenwriters, 
bemused outsiders such as P.G. Wodehouse and Evelyn Waugh, and others all have their say. Organized in a 
chronological, decade-by-decade fashion, the pieces are fascinating not just in their own right, but also for the way 
they re-create the history of Hollywood and the film industry. We encounter the first people to move to Hollywood, 
when it was a dusty village on the outskirts of Los Angeles, as well as the key players during the heyday of the studio 
system in the 1930s. We hear from victims of the blacklist and from the contemporary players who operate in an 
industry dominated by agents. Coming from a wide variety of sources, the personal recollections range from the 
affectionate to the scathing, from the cynical to the grandiose, and they offer a textured, multifaceted portrait of the 
city from its humble origins to the height of glamour. Indeed, the book's scope is nothing short of astonishing. Here are 
John Huston on his drunken fistfight with Errol Flynn, Cecil B. DeMille on the challenges of filming The Ten 
Commandments, Frank Capra on working as a young man in the chaotic studio of the great comedic producer Mark 
Sennett, William Goldman on the strange behavior of Hollywood executives in meetings, and many more delightful 
selections. Perfect for browsing or reading straight through, The Grove Book of Hollywood is a must for anyone 
interested in Hollywood and the film industry. "A superb anthology.... A feast for both those who love Hollywood and 
those who hate it."--J.G. Ballard, The Observer (London) "Undoubtedly the best book I've ever read about 
Hollywood.... Silvester has created a rich tapestry to immortalize the mad, bad, wild and extravagant ways of the 
Babylon of the film industry."--Vincent Banville, Irish Times "Highly entertaining and informative.... This 
kaleidoscope of memories, reflections, paybacks and honors is both a great read and a good popular introduction to 
Hollywood history."--Publishers Weekly "The joys of this book are endless.... A masterly, magnificent anthology."--
Sheridan Morley, Literary (London) "A delightful collection, full of surprises."--Sean Macaulay, Mail on Sunday 
(London) Christopher Silvester was born in London in 1959 and studied history at the University of Cambridge. He 
worked for many years as a reporter for the satirical magazine Private Eye and has written for various American 
publications, including Spy, The New York Observer, Vanity Fair, and The New Yorker. He is also the editor of The 
Norton Book of Interviews. He lives in London. 


