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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Helped MeBy Bev T.I am a newbie to the wonderful world of
Tolkien. | am going to attempt to read all the books, since the movies got me interested. But | have been having a hard
time understanding some of what is going on and al the strange names and words. This book helped me get agrasp on
the background and gave me the appreciation of the genius of Tolkien ininventing all the languages and mythology.0
of 0 people found the following review helpful. Four StarsBy Sheila Mooregood back ground19 of 20 people found
the following review helpful. Entry-level "Worlds'By E. A. SolinasDavid Colbert is best-known for his"Magical
Worlds of Harry Potter," arelatively matter-of-fact background guide. Now Colbert produces "The Magical Worlds of
Lord of the Rings," with itsinsights into the literature, legend, and religion behind "L ord of the Rings.Colbert does a
fairly good job of giving usinsights into the myths (Norse legends), literature ("Beowulf," the book "Babbitt,"
Shakespeare's influence on faeries and elves), religion (the source of Galadriel: Mary, mother of Jesus), and Tolkien's
own opinions at the time (industrialization destroying the beautiful countryside where he grew up).Colbert makes
some rather obvious errors (usually linked with the "Silmarillion” rather than "Lord of the Rings"), but nothing too
awful. Overall he does a pretty good job of addressing common questions like "How Many Languages Did Tolkien
Invent?’, "Who Was Tolkien's First Dark Lord?" or "How Did Orcs Get So Ugly?'. He writes breezily and
conversationally, asif addressing abunch of listeners.Does "Magical Worlds" stand above other Tolkien guides? Nah.
It's apretty good guide for entry-level fans, but long-time fans will aready know much of this material. However, fans
who are new to Middle-Earth and who don't know alot of the background will probably find thisinvaluable. If you
have only seen the movies, or are only just tackling the books, thisis a good place to start answering your
guestions."Magica Worlds of Lord of the Rings" is a pretty solid beginner's guide to "Lord of the Rings" and its
background material. New to Middle-Earth? Then you may just find your answers here.

The author who revealed the myths behind J.K. Rowling's creatures now tackles literature’'s most beloved epic fantasy,
by bringing to light the legends that influenced J.R.R. Tolkien-and answering pertinent questions ranging from "Why
do Hobbhitslive in holes?' to "When in the world is Middle-earth?" This book was not authorized, prepared, approved,
licensed, or endorsed by the estate of J.R.R. Tolkien, New Line Cinema, Warner Bros., or any other individual or
entity associated with The Lord of the Rings book or movie.

From Publishers WeeklyFor Tolkien fans comes The Magical Worlds of the Lord of the Rings: The Amazing Myths,
Legends, and Facts Behind the Masterpiece, by David Colbert. Thisillustrated unauthorized tie-in will mostly appeal
to Tolkien neophytes with its short chapters headed by such questions as "Why |s Frodo the Ring-bearer?' and "Was
Gollum Ever Good?' Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc.About the AuthorFormerly a head writer of
television's "Who Wants to be a Millionaire" and an editorial director of HarperCollins, David Colbert is also the
author of the Eyewitness history series. A graduate of Brown University, he studied anthropology and mythology and
has spent much of hislifein libraries.



