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J. Dudley Andrew : The Major Film Theories: An Introduction (Galaxy Book; Gb450)  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Major Film Theories: An Introduction 
(Galaxy Book; Gb450): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A comprehensive summary of the the major film theorists up ...By 
Dr. J V. SlavinA comprehensive summary of the the major film theorists up to the second half of the 20th century. 
Needs updating however.5 of 6 people found the following review helpful. Nice Intro but incompleteBy QFirst, the 
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strengths: Andrew gives intelligent summaries and discussion of some major historical film theorists, with chapters on 
Munsterberg, Arnheim, Eisenstein, Balazs, Kracauer, Bazin, Mitry, Metz, and Ayfre, and Agel. He focuses on the 
debate between the formalists (who believe film art is defined by its formal properties including editing, framing, mise-
en-scene, lighting, and etc.) and the realist tradition (who believe that film art is defined by its basis in photography, a 
physical impression of its subject). The highlight is undoubtedly Andrew's excellent discussion of the great French 
critic Andre Bazin, which is not surprising since Andrew's Ph.D thesis was on Bazin. The weaknesses: This was 
published in 1976, and so it completely ignores the vast body of criticism published since then, especially feminism, 
and the influence of Lacan and psychoanalytic theory. Still, this is not a bad starting point for students of film theory.7 
of 8 people found the following review helpful. exceptional introduction!By Eduardo NavasD.Andrew has done an 
excellent job explaining the major film theories that have helped legitimize film as an art form. Not only does he 
explain the different ideological camps of the early twentieth century, but most importantly he clearly connects them 
to contemporary structural french theorists. it is an excellent introduction for the film theorist novice.I also strongly 
recommend reading "The subject of Semiotics" by Kaja Silverman and "Superstructuralism" by Richard Harland. Both 
of these books will help understand why cinema is probably the most powerful medium through which art and mass 
consumerist culture are able to collide effectively thereby creating a powerful arena to experience meaning.It is truly 
an essential book that should be read by anyone who is interested in thinking, period.

Both a history of film theory and an introduction to the work of the most important writers in the field, Andrew's 
volume reveals the bases of thought of such major theorists as Munsterberg, Arnheim, Eisenstein, Balazs, Kracauer, 
Bazin, Mitry, and Metz.

"This history of film theory will enrich our discipline and remain an important source of both information and 
understanding for some time to come."--Quarterly of Film Studies"Andrew's guidebook...is the first in English to 
cover a relatively broad range of figures."--Sight and Sound"Sure to whet one's appetite for the contemporary French 
film theory of Mitry, Metz, Ayfre and Agel."--Film Criticism"The book is excellent."--Ivan Pedro Murily, Southern 
Illinois UniversityFrom the Back CoverThe Major Film Theories is designed for anyone with a serious interest in the 
art of film. It is both a history of film theory and an introduction to the work of the most important and influential 
writers on the subject- Munsterberg, Arnheim, Eisenstein, Balazs, Kracauer, Bazin, Mitry and Metz.About the 
AuthorJ. D. Andrew is at University of Iowa. 


