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James Mottram : The Making of Memento before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth
my time, and all praised The Making of Memento:

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Interesting and intriguing look into the making of a classicBy N.

DurhamJames Mottram's "Making of Memento" is an interesting and intriguing look into the making of the modern
day classic Memento. Offered up are excerpts from conversations with director/screen writer Christopher Nolan and
actors Guy Pearce, Carrie Anne-Moss, and Joe Pantoliano, while offering afew different interpertations on the film
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itself. Mottram's styleis crisp and clear and he never seemsto go too far from his source material while offering up
some interesting little known facts (the fact that Brad Pitt strongly considered and wanted to do the role of Lenny came
asashock and | have more respect for him now than | ever did before) that keep the reader interested for most of the
time. Also included isthe original short story by Jonathan Nolan (brother to Christopher) that inspired the film. All in
all, consider this an essential companion pieceif your afan of the film or are trying to tie up some loose ends.7 of 7
people found the following review helpful. Remember Sammy JankisBy monkeyroticaM ottram's book offers a
fascinating account of how Memento came into being, the trials its creators went through to get it distributed, and
offers severa interpretations of the film's meaning. It's also filled with interesting vignettes from movie set. The book
roughly parallels the movie in that its chapters work backwards toward the source material, Nolan's brother's
shortstory Memento Mori. However, its primary focus is on the construction of the movieitsalf, and how the disparate
elements (acting, direction, writing, sound, music) came together to form the first truly great film of the 21st century.
Mottram's writing style is clean, focused, and never overwraught. He doesn't make the mistake of overintellectualizing
or overinterpreting the the film. Thisisamust have for Memento fans and offers keen insight as to how independent
movies are made.1 of 3 people found the following review helpful. This guy doesn't know anythingBy Heath
RumbleFirst third of the book provides unfounded, fallacious and misleading theories, subsequent two thirdsis boring
production details like what was shot on which day and obvious production details like the cast and what not.

A behind-the-scenes ook at the cult film that's taken critics and audiences by storm.Christopher Nolan's Memento--the
deceptive, ambiguous tale of a man with short-term memory loss consumed by the need to avenge the rape and murder
of hiswife--has already been hailed by criticsas"anew classic" (Peter Travers, Rolling Stone), provoked more
discussion than any other film of 2001, and in a near-instant established Nolan as amajor player in the industry. In
The Making of Memento James Mottram aims to take the reader--backwards, of course, like the story's structure--
through the complete process by which this watershed film was brought to the screen. Utilizing interviews with
Christopher Nolan and his brother, Jonathan (author of the short story on which the film is based), as well as members
of the cast and crew, including Guy Pierce and Carrie-Anne Moss, Mottram details life on the set and the experience
of filming. He also looks at the critics' reactions, explores the film's themes, and discussesits place in cinema history.
In addition, afull set of creditsisincluded along with aplot summary and the complete text to the original short story,
aswell asalook at the process by which it was transformed into a screenplay. All totaled, The Making of Memento is
the perfect companion to what is sure to be regarded as one of the first great films of the new century.

From the PublisherA behind-the-scenes ook at the cult film that's taken critics and audiences by storm. Christopher
Nolan's Memento -- the deceptive, ambiguous tale of a man with short-term memory loss consumed by the need to
avenge the rape and murder of hiswife -- has already been hailed by critics as "anew classic” (Peter Travers, Rolling
Stone), provoked more discussion than any other film of 2001, and in a near-instant established Nolan as a magjor
player in the industry. In The Making of Memento James Mottram aims to take the reader -- backwards, of course, like
the story's structure -- through the complete process by which this watershed film was brought to the screen. Utilizing
interviews with Christopher Nolan and his brother, Jonathan (author of the short story on which the film is based), as
well as members of the cast and crew, including Guy Pearce and Carrie-Anne Moss, Mottram details life on the set
and the experience of filming. He also looks at the critics' reactions, explores the film's themes, and discussesiits place
in cinema history. In addition, afull set of creditsisincluded along with a plot summary and the complete text to the
original short story, aswell asalook at the process by which it was transformed into a screenplay. All totaled, The
Making of Memento is the perfect companion to what is sure to be regarded as one of the first great films of the new
century. James Mottram is ajournalist and the author of two previous books on cinema, The Coen Brothers: A Life of
the Mind and Public Enemies. The Gangster Movie A to Z. Helivesin London.About the AuthorJames Mottramisa
journalist and the author of two previous books on cinema, The Coen Brothers: A Life of the Mind and Public
Enemies: The Gangster Movie A to Z. Helivesin London.



