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Bryan Stumpf : The Making of Merciless before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my
time, and al praised The Making of Merciless:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A Helluva RideBy CustomerNear the end of Brian Stumpfs The
Making of Merciless the passionate director Gage screams into the night: Jokes on you though because | dont make
movies that get seen. Thisironic cry of desperation isall too truein the Y ouTube agethe post entertainment age. And
itisthisirony that Stumpf plays up for al its worth in his demonic-slasher-foundfootage horror story.In his
introduction to the story, Stumpf writes that the found footage bubble would burst, and arevisionist entry to the genre
would be needed. If there were ever aworth candidate, The Making of the Merciless would be the one. In the 1990s,
scream took atongue-in-cheek look at the slasher film while never shrinking from the scares. Stumpfs story does the
same thing, and more. He creates a movie within amovie within afound footage video.The Making of the Mercilessis
about the making of a demon possession horror film. But it is also about the film itself called Merciless. And it isaso
about asmall town police officer that comes across the footage of the unfinished horror movie and the footage of the
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making of the horror film. Sounds confusing. But its not. In Stumpfs deft hands all three points-of-view on the story
work together perfectly to create tension and dread through out. The scenes from the making of the movie and the
movieitself dovetail intricately to payoff the scares and continuously raise the stakes.Not just awell crafted scary
story, Stumpfstale makes some clever jokes about our current time when people dont have the attention span to finish
atwo hour movie, but prefer the quick payoff of atwo minute Y ouTube clip.The Making of the Mercilessisthe
perfect vehicle to revitalize the found footage genre.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. An Original
Screenplay with Witty Comic Dialogue and Maximum SavageryBy KristieFrom the intro to the last page, Mr. Stumpf
has written a masterful page-turner. By the intro, that details his personal hardships and becoming a successful
screenwriter -- from learning the harsh realities of Hollywood, to his eventually selling and optioning his

screenplays -- you become engaged. Then, the screenplay, drags you into the twisting, horror-filled story with
masterfully placed brushstrokes of wit and macabre. Thereis play of colors and opposites - the black polo shirt and the
white hatchback, the light of day and the dark woods - as well as multi dimensional characters - Patrick, the rookie cop
with an interest in film, and Gage, the film director with the underlying narcissistic tendencies. It islike Blair Witch
had an affair with every Scream-inspired slasher film from the 21st century -- the Making of Mercilessis an original
found footage screenplay with witty comic dialogue, interrupted chronology, and maximum savagery.0 of 0 people
found the following review helpful. | felt like | was reading the screenplay of awriter with ...By Movie Lover 247Y ou
need to buy this paperback.As aveteran movie producer (Bloody Bloody Bible Camp, The Haunting of Alice D), Ive
read alot of screenplays, and most are not really worthy of being published in paperback.But when | read The Making
of Merciless, | felt like | was reading the screenplay of awriter with the smarts of ayoung Wes Craven or J.J. Abrams,
the twisted inventiveness of ayoung Sam Raimi, and the brutal, raw, and gnarly imagination of ayoung Neil
Marshall.As soon you start reading, youre hooked. After some small town police discover a horrific scene in the deep
woods, arookie officer, Patrick, is tasked with getting a videocamera found at the scene to the forensics lab. However,
when Patrick istold what couldve possibly been recorded on the videocamera, hes overcome with curiosity and
chooses to swing by his nearby home to watch the footage on his laptop.What Patrick seesin the recorded footageis
genuinely the stuff of nightmares. We are introduced to filmmaker Gage Castle and his wife Tabitha, they arein a car,
leaving the haunted woods where they just finished filming a found footage movie. But before they can leave the
woods, they run into some mysterious circumstances, and then discover someone - or some thing - has stolen their
Master Tape, with al their footage, from the backseat of their car.In my opinion, The Making of Mercilessisthe only
found footage screenplay ever written where you never question why the characters are recording everything on
videocameras, when they should be running for their lives. As Gage and Tabitha search for the Master Tapein the
woods, characters film everything - some are even forced to film everything - just in case the Master Tapeis never
found.As they search the woods, filming everything, you start seeing evidence that they are being terrorized by the
demon who allegedly haunts the woods, named Dzoavith. Y ou also start seeing characters turning on each other, to the
point of coercing each other into perilous positions, in their desperation to accumulate scary footage to the point of
beingmerciless.In the footage, Patrick also sees snippets of the behind-the-scenes, or making of, footage of the film
Gage was trying to make, entitled Merciless, about the elusive demon of the woods, Dzoavith. Although as Patrick
watches these snippets of behind-the-scenes footage, Dzoavith might not be elusive at all he even might even be
frequently visible throughout the film production.If you are a budding screenwriter, a professional screenwriter, or just
have an interest in moviesin general, you need to buy this screenplay. And most important, its seriously one of the
most f***ing terrifying screenplays | have ever read.Bravo, Bryan!

While making a found footage horror film in the deep woods, a film crew unintentionally awakens a demon hell-bent
on spreading its evil beyond the woods.

About the AuthorBryan Stumpf has been college professor of film studiesin Seattle, adigital media specialist at the
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