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Paul Spehr : The Man Who Made Movies: W.K.L. Dickson  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised The Man Who Made Movies: W.K.L. Dickson: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. An essential resource for students of early history of filmBy Samuel 
HawleyExtremely detailed and thoroughly footnoted account of W. Dickson's involvement in the early history of film. 
For anyone doing serious research into the topic of the first decade of development of motion picture technology, this 
is a must-have resource.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. The Man Who Made Movies: W.K.L. 
Dickson (Purchased on 07/29/2011) by Paul C. SpehrBy CometInteresting book that is properly annotated with 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0861966953


references and many footnotes. The work of Edison is properly described as is the work of George Eastman. Book was 
as described. See: "Making KODAK Film, The Illustrated Story of State-of-the-Art Photographic Film 
Manufacturing" listed on the world wide web.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. A Pioneering Look at 
the IndustryBy Charles "Buckey" GrimmA Must read for any serious student of Motion Picture History. Not only an 
excellent biography of one of the unsung heroes at the forefront from the onset of the industry, but compelling 
information about the developmentsfrom all facets of Motion Pictures. Meticulously researched,well organizedand 
well written.

W.K.L. Dickson was Thomas Edison's assistant in charge of the experimentation that led to the Kinetoscope and 
Kinetographthe first commercially successful moving image machines. In 18911892, he established what we know 
today as the 35mm format. Dickson also designed the Black Maria film studio and facilities to develop and print film, 
and supervised production of more than 100 films for Edison. After leaving Edison, he became a founding member of 
the American Mutoscope Company, which later became the American Mutoscope Biograph, then Biograph. In 1897, 
he went to England to set up the European branch of the company. Over the course of his career, Dickson made 
between 500 and 700 films, which are studied today by scholars of the early cinema. This well-illustrated book offers 
a window onto early film history from the perspective of Dickson's own oeuvre.

. . . recounts the contributions of Thomas Edison's assistant in charge of experimentation whose work led to the 
development of the first commercially successful moving image machines. . . . a valuable and comprehensive 
history.Vol. 40.3 July-Sept. 2009 (Bruce A. Austin COMMUNICATION BOOKNOTES QTLY)About the 
AuthorPaul Spehr is former Assistant Chief of the Motion Picture, Broadcasting, and Recorded Sound Division at the 
Library of Congress, Washington D.C. 


