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David Thomson : The New Biographical Dictionary of Film: Sixth Edition before purchasing it in order to gage
whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised The New Biographical Dictionary of Film: Sixth Edition:

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. A Sheer DelightBy J. Hundleyl love reference books. They are the
best for nightstand and bathroom reading. A good, solid reference on a subject you are interested in a wise investment
in time and money.This new edition of along-time classic is, as the past editions have been, a sheet delight. Like the
old potato chip commercial put it, you can't eat just one entry. Y ou will find yourself staying up later than you
intended (or taking alot longer to get ready for the day, etc.), but pfft. Who cares when awriter like Thomson is
keeping you reading? He has not lost any of his edge, strong opinion, or ability to make you laugh out loud. If you
agree with histake, you nod your head at hiswit and incisive writing. If you disagree with him, all the better. It's still


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0375711848

enlightening and more often than not, a hoot. Not just everybody islisted here, of course, but then, not just everybody
deservesto be.Turn on the side lamp, adjust the pillow, and expect to be tired in the morning.0 of 0 people found the
following review helpful. lots of info for film lovers (older edition)By DPJThisis an earlier edition - not the latest
one - but it still has lots of great information init; it's just not totally up to date.O of 0 people found the following
review helpful. Five StarsBy Joe WilliamsGreat, really enjoyed!

With more than 100 new entries, from Amy Adams, Benedict Cumberbatch, and Cary Joji Fukunagato Joaquin
Phoenix, Mia Wasikowska, and Robin Wright, and completely updated, here from David ThomsonThe greatest living
writer on the movies (John Banville, New Statesman); Our most argumentative and trustworthy historian of the screen
(Michael Ondaatje)isthe latest edition of The New Biographical Dictionary of Film, which topped Sight Sounds poll
of international critics and writersas THE BEST FILM BOOK EVER WRITTEN.3/7

From BooklistThe first edition of thiswork was published in 1975 (under the title Biographical Dictionary of Cinema).
More than 100 new entries have been added since the last edition, in 2010, including Amy Adams, Benedict
Cumberbatch, Joaquin Phoenix, and Robin Wright. Thomson is not shy about broadcasting his very personal views on
people involved in filmmaking, among them performers, directors, producers, writers, and tranglators. (As examples of
the highly subjective nature of the work, the entry for Sir Kenneth Branagh includes the line, Nothing suggests that
Branagh is either competent or interesting when detached from Shakespeare, while the entry for Jodie Foster
sidetracks into an odd commentary on the provenance of her children.) Each person is listed alphabetically by
surname, with birth and death dates (where applicable) and place of birth. Director entries contain a chronological list
of film titles. Entries range from several paragraphs to a couple of pages. Readers need to come to the text with the
awareness that it isless areference tool than a very readable collection of commentaries on awide range of motion-
picture people and their work. This bookwith its at times very opinionated perspectiveis suitable for most medium-
sized and large public libraries, for both reference and circulating collections. Libraries owning older editions will
want to replace with this version. --Rebecca Vnuk "America has given the world Emily Dickinson, "Moby-Dick," jazz,
Faulkner, Hollywood, rock 'n' roll, and this book." --Michael Robbins, Chicago Tribune"The best book on the movies
ever written in English." The New RepublicThomson proves anew that heisirreplaceable . . . His monologue has
blossomed into an unlikely, searching dial ogue about what to value in the movieshow to love whats come before
without nostalgia, and how to find the courage to demand more from the stuff being made right now . . . Deservedly
treasured . . . One of the most probing accounts ever written of a human beings engagement with the movies. Sarah
Kerr,The New York Times Book Delicious. One of the best and most useful books written about the movies. Edward
Guthmann,San Francisco ChronicleThe Dictionaryis not only an indispensable book about cinema, but one of the most
absurdly ambitious literary achievements of our time. Geoff Dyer,Sight SoundA marvel . . . Eccentric, audacious,
sparkling . . . Probably the greatest living film critic and historian, Thomson writes the most fun and enthralling prose
about the movies since Pauline Kael. Benjamin Schwarz, The AtlanticFrom Abbott and Costello toCrumbsTerry
Zwigoff, David Thomson expertly caters the banquet of film history in the latest edition of this classic. One critics poll
called it the best movie book ever; it also has some of the finest, orneriest writing in the English language. TimeTruly,
maddeningly, gloriously subjective . . . Buy this book for afriend, and bask in the pleasure of knowing that you have
incalculably enriched hislife. Buy it for yourself, and book some quality time with one of the finest writers the story

of film has ever had.Saul Austerlitz,San Francisco Chronicle[A] mad and magnificent opus. . . Thomson is a great
rhapsodist of how film acts on his, and therefore our, imagination. . . . Close viewing, and the insights that spring from
rapt attention, are what Thomsons criticism is all about. Despite its seemingly straitlaced A-to-Z format, the
Dictionary is oddball and Borgesian, finding imaginative ecstasy in its encyclopedic tendency. The book crackles with
epigram while often reaching for meanings that endow familiar subjects with anew reality. . . . Its an essential, loony,
irresistible book, and scarcely aweek passes when | dont submerge myself for an hour or two in its labyrinthine
marvels.Richard Rayner,Los Angeles TimesEssential . . . Razor-sharp reviews are often commentaries on both the
filmmaker and the audience. . . . Were always aware that were engaging with a passionate educated human being. Isnt
that more interesting and rewarding than marketing-driven Netflix summaries? Great critics are cinemas most
inspiring enthusiasts. Four stars. Jeffrey Overstreet,Books CultureWitty, expasive, convincing, honest, more than a
little mischievous and, so often, absolutely on the money. Thomsons voice is one of the most distinctive and enjoyable
in film criticism. It leaps from the pages of this spruced up classic like flames from abonfire. . . . Almost every page
contains at least one unexpected nugget of information that you would struggle to come across by any other means. . . .
However, the real value of this book lies not in facts, but in opinions. Thomsons views are so shrewd, so exquisitely
stated that, more often than not, they feel like thoughts you already held but were never quite sure how to put into
words. . . Inaworld awash with amateur pundits, the value of a genuine expert who knows his own mind has never
been higher. . .. Dip into any entry and you will find irrefutable proof that his gaze remains as sharp as ever. For as
long as there are films worth writing about, Thomsons opinions will remain worth reading. Benjamin Secher, The
TelegraphThe newest edition of David ThomsonsNew Biographical Dictionary of Filmis 1,076 pages long. It weighs a



ton. And yet, its almost impossible to put down.The New Y ork Observerlnvaluable and occasionally maddening.
Steven Rea, The Kansas City StarSkip the movie; read David Thomson instead. Addictive. . . hislandmark work.
Y oull see how erudite, generous, cheeky, elegant and fascinating Thomsons writing is. Take any entry and its
impossible not to want to read to the finish. Kyle Smith,New Y ork PostAbout the AuthorDAVID THOMSON isa

regular contributor to The Guardian, The Independent, The New Y ork Times, Movieline, The New Republic, and
Salon. He livesin San Francisco.



