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Will RogersJr. : The Papersof Will Rogers: The Early Years, November 1879April 1904 before purchasingitin

order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised The Papers of Will Rogers. The Early Y ears,
November 1879April 1904:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Papers of Will RogersBy Betty Duffel This book was full of great
genealogical information. It was an easy read and actually not boring at all. Would recommend to anyone interested in
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reading.7 of 7 people found the following review helpful. Beyond the hype of Will RogersBy steelgtr@erinet.coml've
read many books on Will Rogers-| find him fascinating on several levels. My initial interest was in his skill as a roper-
| continue to be amazed at his talent in catches and especially trick roping. See his 1922 film "The Roping Fool" for an
incredible display of his abilities. But Roger'srole as a social commentator overshadowed his vaudeville career. Some
have called him the first media pundit. This volume documents in great detail Rogers early years, and in a most
satisfying way puts him in context. Letters, newspaper clippings, and other documents trace the experiences that led
him into show business, and extensive footnotes lay out the social, economic and political world in which he lived. |
can't wait for volume two!

Horses, friends, ragtime music, and steer roping-those were the interests of the youthful Will Rogers as he came of age
in the Indian Territory and traveled to the Southern Hemisphere in thisfirst of six definitive volumes of The Papers of
Will Rogers.By separating fact from legend and unveiling new knowledge via extensive archival research, this
documentary history represents a unique contribution to Rogers scholarship and to studies of the Cherokee Nation
West. Using many previously unpublished letters and photographs-together with introductions, notes, and biographies
of hisfriends and relatives-volume one illuminates Rogerss complex relationship with his father, his Cherokee
heritage, his early education, first encounters with his future wife, Betty Blake, his voyage to Argentina, and his
fledging yearsin Wild West shows and circuses in South Africa, New Zealand, and Australia.Coorespondence,
performance reviews, and rare newspaper documents spotlight the singular experiences that shaped the young Rogers
within the context of his family, his ethnic background, and historical events. No other book describes so
provocatively and authentically the genesis of Americas most beloved and influential humorist.

From Library Journal The commencement of this six-volume set of the papers of Will Rogers, edited by veterans of
several projects documenting American studies and performing arts, isindicative of his emergence as probably the
most studied entertainer in recent memory. The book contains all of Rogers's extant letters from the period, many
letters to him, genealogical and school records, and afew reviews of his early performances. The documents are
divided thematically, and each section is prefaced by a substantial introductory exposition. Virtually every personal
place or place name mentioned is explained in a note, and the major figures are listed in a biographical appendix. The
many illustrations add spice, and the book as awholeis far more interesting than most such collections. A good
choice, particularly for academic libraries.?Fritz Buckallew, Univ. of Central Oklahoma Lib., EdmondCopyright 1995
Reed Business Information, Inc.



