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Richard A. Kaplan : The Philadelphia Orchestra: An Annotated Discography  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Philadelphia Orchestra: An Annotated 
Discography: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Arthur WilsonA must for all fans of The Philadelphia 
Orchestra!
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The Philadelphia Orchestra is the most-recorded orchestra in the United States, and its recordings have contributed 
much to its reputation as The Worlds Greatest Orchestra. In The Philadelphia Orchestra: An Annotated Discography, 
Richard A. Kaplan documents more than 2,000 commercial recordings made by the Philadelphia Orchestra over 
almost a century. The discography contains a chronological list of recordings, detailing works performed, conductors, 
soloists, dates, venues, producers, and matrix information for 78-rpm recordings. Each entry lists all issues of the 
recordings, including 78- and 45-rpm discs, long-playing records, and compact discs. The discography documents for 
the first time the recordings made by Columbia on sixteen-inch lacquer discs during the 1940s and 50s.Opening with 
an overview of the Orchestra's relationships with recording companies and the search for suitable recording venues, 
chapters cover anonymously and pseudonymously-published recordings, including those of the Robin Hood Dell 
Orchestra of Philadelphia, the experimental 1931-32 Bell Labs recordings, videos and movies in which the 
Philadelphia Orchestra performed, live recordings, and recordings of ensembles of the Philadelphia Orchestra. A 
separate chapter lists live-concert downloads made available directly through the Philadelphia Orchestra Association. 
Appendixes cross-reference the recordings by composer, conductor, and soloists; a final appendix lists the many 
Philadelphia Orchestra LP collections published by Columbia and RCA. This book is a valuable resource for 
collectors, scholars, and anyone interested in recording history and the history of the Philadelphia Orchestra.

[N]umerous interesting comments...are sprinkled throughout this book, making it not just a necessary reference for all 
future discographers but a good read for nostalgic record collectors. Kaplan has submitted a list of addenda/errata, all 
minor, for a second printing. . . .Alongside Norths two books, this makes a formidable reference series. (Fanfare 
Magazine)The Philadelphia Orchestra: An Annotated Discography represents exhaustive research and fills a major 
void in the literature. . . .[T]his book is recommended to all collectors of classical orchestral recordings, especially 
admirers of this legendary orchestra and the various conductors involved. (ARSC Journal)The Philadelphia Orchestra 
is the most-recorded orchestra in the United States. This discography contains a chronological list of recordings, 
detailing works performed, conductors, soloists, dates, venues, producers, and matrix information for 78-rpm 
recordings. Each entry lists all issues of the recordings, including 78- and 45-rpm discs, long-playing records, and 
compact discs. The discography documents for the first time the recordings made by Columbia on sixteen-inch lacquer 
discs during the 1940s and 50s.About the AuthorRichard A. Kaplan, a native of Philadelphia, served as associate 
professor of music theory at Louisiana State University and as a former orchestral clarinetist. He currently works as a 
freelance journalist and music critic for Fanfare Magazine. 


