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E. Robert Schmitz : The Piano Works of Claude Debussy (Dover Books on Music)  before purchasing it in order 
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Piano Works of Claude Debussy (Dover Books 
on Music): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. This is not a score book!By J.W. WexfordDon't buy this book! 
Maybe I didn't look at it closely enough, but it's not a score of Debussy's piano works, it's some professor lecturing on 
just about every measure of each piano piece. Boring! Can I get my money back ?1 of 1 people found the following 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0486215679


review helpful. Replacement copy of lost bookBy f m whangExcellent book. I have used this for decades but had 
loaned my copy out and it was not returned.This is a replacement for a book that I have had for at least 25 years.0 of 0 
people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Client d'Fine

This book is a firsthand report of a great composer's intentions in regard to the performance of his music. These 
intentions have been digested and interpreted for us by the composer's friend Robert Schmitz (18891949), who was 
himself a distinguished pianist, an articulate musician, and a well-known teacher. The product is an authoritative 
commentary on the entire body of Debussy's work for piano solo.Written for both performers and listeners, the book's 
purpose is to increase enjoyment of and insight into these works. The book's shorter opening section comprises notes 
on many general aspects of the composer's life and work; a biographical sketch; a discussion of Debussy's place in 
relation to the concepts of impressionism and romanticism; his use of classical forms, tonality and modality, melody, 
counterpoint, etc. Section two, the heart of the book, examines in detail the whole of Debussy's music for solo piano, 
two hands. Seventy-one pieces in all are included: The Arabesques, the Suite Bergmasque, the Estampes, Images, 
Children's Corner, Prludes and tudes. Each in its chronological place, the pieces are first described as a whole as to 
mood, source of programmatic inspiration, structure, tonality, and other characteristics. Then follows specific 
suggestions dealing with technical and expressive problems of particular measures and phrases.The book is not meant 
as a substitute for Debussy's piano works; on the contrary, it will cause both listeners and performers to turn to this 
superb corpus of music with new interest and insight. "Complete, thorough, authoritative and important." San 
Francisco Chronicle. "It is a thoughtful and mature reference book and though I am at variance with certain of its 
premises and conclusions, there is much to provoke the intelligent music lover and the inquiring musician." Abram 
Chasins, The New York Times. "There is no doubt that he had closely identified himself with the great French 
composer, and his love and belief in the music shine through every page of this book." H. C. Schonbert, The Saturday 
Review.


