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Wes Smith : The Pied Pipers of Rock 'N' Roll: Radio Deejays of the 50s and 60s  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Pied Pipers of Rock 'N' Roll: Radio Deejays of the 
50s and 60s: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. The Guys Who Made Radio Fun and Created Hits Doing it!!By Bob 
BakerWell researched, accurate and fun to read, especially if you were in the industry in the Fifties or just grew up 
listening to the great R R and R 'n B music of the period. This takes you back to when radio was fun and there were 
real "personalities" on the air. It's a behind-the-scenes look at radio's golden age and the people who were 'bigger-than 
life' to many of us!1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Highest recommendationBy Robert D. WelchA 
nicely detailed history of early purveyors of rhythm blues and rock roll, chuck full of colorful anecdotes and a dusting 
of photos that bring memories of that 1950s era radio back to life, this book is a definite must-read for old fans of John 
R, Gene Nobles, Dick Biondi, Alan Freed, Wolfman Jack and the other great DJs that built the industry.0 of 0 people 
found the following review helpful. "The Voice on the Radio"By C.M. ToneyIf you grew up listening to rock n' roll 
and/or rhythm blues during the 1950's or 1960's then you had to have [at least] one favorite disc jockey (DJ). This 
book takes you back and gives you a "behind-the-scenes" look at many of the most well known and outrageous people 
who sat behind a microphone and transfixed us daily or nightly. If you want to return to those great times when 
innocent love, great dances and "our own"music was signaling a seismic cultural shift in America- try this book out.
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From Library JournalMore than a collective biography of famous radio disc jockeys, this occupational history traces 
the influence of the profession on the origins of popular music, the rise of the advertising industry, and the 
governmental and social regulation of broadcasting. DJs were instrumental in lauching the rock 'n' roll movement by 
acting as middlemen between record company execs and a bourgeois post-World War II record-buying public. They 
also played a role in the integration of U.S. society by attracting white teens to black rhythm and blues. Smith's 
narrative is as anecdotal as the patter of the profession he documents. His book will be a hit with both popular music 
and popular history fans.- Donald W. Maxwell, Carmel Clay P.L., Ind.Copyright 1989 Reed Business Information, 
Inc. 


