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M. B. W. Tent : The Prince of Mathematics: Carl Friedrich Gauss  before purchasing it in order to gage whether 
or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Prince of Mathematics: Carl Friedrich Gauss: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Charming book on an unusual topic.By CustomerThis is a very 
charming, fictionalized account of the life of one of the great heroes in the history of both mathematics and the 
triumph of the human mind, when a genuinely prodigious intellect is put to work on the variety of issues over which 
Gauss labored for a long lifetime.It is written at about a fourth grade level, and would make an excellent 
recommendation as an addition to an elementary school teacher's curriculum, perhaps as a recommended or extra 
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credit book. It's all too quick to read as an adult, but pure pleasure.It is silly to criticize the book for being written at a 
children's level, since that is the intent. We certainly need more outlets for children who are already excited about 
topics like mathematics, and this book does not pretend to be anything beyond that scope.It's also fascinating as 
history, since clearly the author has researched what everyday life in Braunschweig and other German towns might 
have been like. In addition, it spells out in great detail the variety of areas in which a scholarly master could become a 
great contributor, a process which has historically decreased as our bounty of knowledge has increased over the 
centuries.I found this ingratiating from start to finish, and would highly recommend it both for children and adults.0 of 
0 people found the following review helpful. Great Stocking stuffer for the young Math-Geek on your shopping listBy 
C. GlowackiI accidentally purchased this book thinking is was a more comprehensive biography; only to discover it is 
more of a high-school "teen read" kind of book. That said, it's not bad; and would make a great gift for the burgeoning 
geek on your Christmas list, but not an in-depth, adult level Bio..1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. 
Different approach to GaussBy Juan RedinIt is the first approach I have seen to the person and the genius, from daily 
fact rather than myth. I have enjoyed the colourful details of his routines and from there realize how natural his genius 
was.

Learn about the boy who - could read and add numbers when he was three years old, - thwarted his teacher by finding 
a quick and easy way to sum the numbers 1-100, - attracted the attention of a Duke with his genius, and became the 
man who... - predicted the reappearance of a lost planet, - discovered basic properties of magnetic forces, - invented a 
surveying tool used by professionals until the invention of lasers. Based on extensive research of original and 
secondary sources, this historical narrative will inspire young readers and even curious adults with its touching story of 
personal achievement.

... a worthwhile book. It is nicely conceived, well researched, and thoughfully written and illustrated. We could use 
more books of this nature for young readers. I would recommend this book for middle school and secondary school 
library acquisition.Frank J. Swetz, Mathematics Teacher, February 2007 For teachers who value the impact that 
historical studies in mathematics can have on their students, who incorporate literature into their teaching, or who want 
to open up a world of mathematics often inaccessible to middle school students, this is an excellent source.M. Jayne 
Fleener, Mathematics Teaching in the Middle School, February 2007 This book is a novel about Gauss written so as to 
be comprehensible to young readers... a historical narrative resulting from extensive research of original and secondary 
sources.Peter Fillmore, CMS Notes, February 2007 exceptionally engaging treatment of Gauss' life and 
accomplishments spiced up here and there with just the right amount of mathematics; particularly suitable for young 
readers.Philip J. Davis, November 2005 In this book, young readers are transported back two centuries to the candlelit 
world of Carl Friedrich Gauss. M.B.W. Tent's charming tale follows Gauss from his working-class boyhood to the 
heights of European mathematics-a Horatio Algebra story if ever there was one.William Dunham, November 
2005About the AuthorMargaret Tent grew up in western Massachusetts where she graduated from Mt. Holyoke 
College. She has taught mathematics for several years and enjoys bringing the history of mathematics into her 
teaching. She currently lives and teaches in Birmingham, Alabama. 


