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Simon Dresner : The Principles of Sustainability  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised The Principles of Sustainability: 

7 of 7 people found the following review helpful. Heavy readingBy Green girlThis book will especially appeal to 
people with a lot of knowledge in economic theory. It is very heavy reading and as an educated reader, but not a PhD 
economist, I had a hard time to push my way through. I had planned to use the book as a text to a community college 
general interest course in Sustainability, but it would be way over the heads of all but the most advanced economics 
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students.After these warnings, I am happy to have forced myself to keep going. This books shows how the whole 
question of sustainability is very complex and call into question the very basis of our economic systems. Mostly 
people use "sustainability" in a way to make everyone feel good about what they are doing. Look at the number of 
college courses that have had to add "sustainable" in their title. It ends up not meaning much at all. This books brings 
us face to face with hard questions we don't like to face. I'm not sure what we can do about it, but it is good to have to 
at least think about these questions and to learn what some deep thinking economists have proposed.0 of 0 people 
found the following review helpful. Excelent Reference bookBy BofyOne of the most comprehensive books about the 
background that has lead us to the current unsustainable society. It is rare to find a book that covers every aspect of the 
background of the problem but Dressner does that in a very good way. At some points it might be a difficult read to 
people with little or no experience in economics or social sciences but it is well worth the effort.1 of 6 people found 
the following review helpful. Principles of SustainabilityBy Savannah AmorThis book took the longest to here out of 
all of my book purchases for that day, but once it did the book was in good shape.

At a time of increasingly rapid environmental deterioration and climate change, sustainability is one of the most 
important issues facing the world. Can we create a sustainable society? What would that mean? How should we set 
about doing it? How can we bring about such a profound change in the way things are organized? This text tackles 
these questions directly. It covers: historical development of the concept of sustainability; contemporary debates about 
how to achieve it; and obstacles and the prospects for overcoming them. This new fully revised edition covers the 
latest on the climate change front, particularly the advances in scientific understanding and political awareness of 
climate change. Other updates include more recent economic analyses, particularly the Stern Report, and the global 
shift away from faith in markets over the past five years.

'A concise overview of the past, present and future of sustainaibility.' Future Survey 'Clear [and] readable.' Oxfam 
Praise for the first edition: 'A great refresher course ... It's very thorough, describing the crucial events, introducing the 
necessary jargon, summarizing the various points of view.' Clean Slate 'Goes beyond the rhetoric to explain the deeper 
issues of sustainability in a way that is accessible and interesting to the non-specialist reader.' Cultural Survival 
Quarterly 'Dresner does in the space of 200 pages what many other writers have failed to do in texts of far greater 
length. He provides a rapid fire introduction to the origins, evolution and current state of thinking on sustainability 
and, in doing so, he offers a combined analysis and critique.' Business Strategy and the Environment 'An entertaining, 
informative and sometimes downright irreverent romp through the ragged peaks and swampy hinterland of 
sustainability, Dresner's book deserves to be read by students, practitioners and aficionados of sustainable 
development alike.' Tim Jackson, Professor of Sustainable Development, University of Surrey 'Simon Dresner has 
succeeded in contributing a thought-provoking insight to the subject area, which is both articulate and stimulating for 
his readers.' Journal of Environment Assessment Policy and Management 'A valuable addition to the intellectual 
literature on sustainability.' The Journal of Energy and DevelopmentAbout the AuthorSimon Dresner is a research 
fellow in the Environment Group at the Policy Studies Institute, UK. 


