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Edward Gorey, Mel Juffe, Hyacinthe Phypps : The Recently Deflowered Girl: The Right Thing to Say on Every 
Dubious Occasion  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised 
The Recently Deflowered Girl: The Right Thing to Say on Every Dubious Occasion: 

17 of 17 people found the following review helpful. HORRIBLE!By StephenG.Edward Gorey delivers again, with his 
timeless wit, and utterly deadpan sense of humor. On this most delicate of subjects, one cannot help but find a terrible 
glee. This book is not safe for work. It is not safe for children. It is not safe on your bookshelf. Hide it somewhere 
nobody will ever find it, and enjoy reading it privately to yourself, under the covers with a flashlight so nobody will 
ever know you do so, lest they judge you. Seriously, a short book, as many of his works are, Edward Gorey once again 
delivers. Book was in perfect condition, and filled with horribly understated images and utterly flat prose. A perfect 
work of art.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Cute book :-)By Webert JosephI should've looked at how 
many pages there were beforehand, honestly I thought the book was going to be longer or even with 48 pages, more 
words in it, but I admit I'm new to Edward Gorey's work so I did not know his style of writing. I read fast so I finished 
the book very quickly, like 25-30 minutes, looking at the pictures which were very tasteful and well illustrated.As for 
the stories, despite the slightly inappropriate title, it is really just plain witty the situations that Mr. Gorey comes up 
with. Any random awkward situation that could pop up at any time in anyone's life. Deflowered by a Marimba Player? 
Gorey's got the answer. Deflowered by a Chinese Detective? Deflowered and Thrust Aside (Like an Old Glove)? This 
whole book just makes you chuckle, I really enjoyed it, just wish it were longer! If you buy it used, then sure it is 
worth the few bucks :-)18 of 18 people found the following review helpful. A Pleasing Arrangement Indeed!By G.A. 
EmilA charming instructional on the value of diplomacy in the face of eminent disaster. Or maybe better, post-
deflowerment oneupmanship. Positively Victorian, 'The Recently Deflowered Girl' maintains, above all else, that ones 
dignity must remain intact, and salvaging ones integrity - when more is lost than just face, is what we live for.And it is 
thusly that Gorey's plaintive yet tender pen ink portrayals of the moment of consequence, preceeding either disaster or 
recovery, best serves. Mel Juffe's advice can be worth memorizing too, as his wise words may come in handy when 
one feels all is about to be lost, that being deflowered of dignity can be best salvaged not by incredulity, but by a swift, 
delicate, yet diplomatic, reframing of the moment. A refreshing little volume, and rewarding collaboration.-- G. Emil, 
[...]

Long out of print, The Recently Deflowered Girl is a tongue-in-cheek guide providing advice for that trickiest of 
situations. In the voice of Miss Hyachinthe Phypps, Mel Juffe's hilarious yet demure counsel is delightfully 
accompanied by Edward Gorey's ink and watercolor illustrations.

This is a useful and instructive manual, a necessity to any well-stocked library, and possibly the most inappropriate 
graduation gift since the Sex and the City box set. Jezebel.comAbout the AuthorA truly prodigious and original artist, 
Edward St. John Gorey (1925-2000), gave to the world over one hundred works, including The Gashlycrumb Tinies, 
The Doubtful Guest and The Wuggly Ump; prize-winning set and costume designs for innumerable theater 
productions from Cape Cod to Broadway; a remarkable number of illustrations in publications such as The New 
Yorker and The New York Times. Gorey's masterful pen and ink illustrations and his ironic, offbeat humor have 
brought him critical acclaim and an avid following throughout the world.Mel Juffe was an editor, writer, 
correspondent, and teacher at New York Journal-American, New York Post, Radio Free Europe, and New York 
University. 


