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Nick Townsend : The Sure Thing: The Greatest Coup in Horse Racing History  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Sure Thing: The Greatest Coup in Horse Racing 
History: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Fun read!By gmc8335This dive into the world of British racing and 
betting was a fun romp ! Well written, witty and mostly fast paced, it draws the reader into the planning and execution 
of the biggest coup in betting history, as well as the why of it and the fascinating characters it brought together. What 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0099576589


Barney Curley did was akin to working a 3D jigsaw puzzle with moving pieces in its complexity and sheer audacity. 
The fact that it was not illegal and that Barney Curley also ran a charity from his winnings was icing on the cake. One 
can't help but admire both his mind and the dispensation of the wealth it brought him. We only gave it 4 stars instead 
of 5 because some of the betting minutiae bogged it down, but since we didn't understand it anyway, we just skimmed 
through and enjoyed it despite. Highly recommend!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Wonderful 
bookBy Dale D. WyattI loved this book! I knew very little about Curley, but this book was wonderful to read. I didn't 
realize that he helped jockeys like Frankie Dettori and Tom Queally who rode Frankel. Also his great friend was 
Tommy Stack, the rider of Red Rum. Very fascinating man and I was interested in the Yellow Sam Coup and of 
course the one in 2010.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Not what I wanted Bunch of writers 
experienceBy tom waldenNot what I wantedBunch of writers experience

A compelling insight into how legendary gambler Barney Curley pulled off the greatest horse betting scams in 
history.For over four decades Barney Curley proved himself a rare exception. The country's most renowned and 
fearless gambler, a man who will back his judgement to win 100,000 and more on a single day, has consistently 
emerged triumphant from bloody skirmishes with the old enemy. In the summer of 1975 Curley masterminded one of 
the most spectacular gambles of all time, with a racehorse named Yellow Sam, costing Irish bookmakers around 
300,000; the equivalent of some 2m today. No-one believed anything similar could be staged again this century. 
Bookmakers now have communications and technology in place to thwart any renewed attempts. But challenges 
inspire Curley and he was determined to beat the system -- again. Thirty-five years later from his first coup, Curley set 
about staging an ambitious sequel to his Yellow Sam scheme. Curley has never divulged the full details of what 
happened. Now, for the first time, The Sure Thing reveals the complete story of the months of planning and 
preparation, with all the trials and tribulations, that went into the biggest organised gamble in racing history.

"Nick Townsend tells the story with panache, helped by a close acquaintance with the Irish mastermind of the scheme, 
Barney Curley, a name which bookmakers have had reason to curse on several occasions... It gets properly into its 
stride when it focuses on the coup, which in its innovative daring calls to mind The Italian Job." --Independent on 
SundayAbout the AuthorNICK TOWNSEND was, for many years, a sports feature writer on the Daily Mail before 
joining the Independent on Sunday, initially as football correspondent and later chief sports writer. He is currently a 
freelance writer, predominantly for the Sunday Times. He collaborated with Sir Steve Redgrave and Sir Ben Ainslie 
on their autobiographies. He is a long-time confidant of Barney Curley and assisted him with his acclaimed life story 
Giving A Little Back. He lives with his wife Louise in Oxfordshire. 


