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From Brand: A K PetersSCRC Press: The Unravelers: Mathematical Snapshots before purchasing it in order to
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Unravelers: Mathematical Snapshots:

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Unusual book that makes you think about thinkingBy S. A.
CorningTake a chance on this book and you might be surprised. This book exceeded my expectations. | thought it
would be just a book of academic photos. The photos are great on their own, but the text which accompanies the
photos really makes you think about things. Thereis awide variety of thoughts on Math and Physics, and more
generally how different people think about things. There are even some nice poems.Thisis a chance to have a
"conversation”, with some brilliant people.My only concern is the quality of the paper and Black and White photos
really need to use glossy stock. | imagine this kept the cost of the book down, but | would have gladly paid a premium
to get anice collection of the glossy photos. Thiswould make a great gift to a student, (as a matter of fact, | sent oneto
my niecein College).4 of 13 people found the following review helpful. Hello it's me!By ILAN VARDIThere's avery
nicely written chapter called "llan" about a brilliant itinerant mathematician. It seems that the author and the editors
neglected to include alast name, it's Vardi, asin llan Vardi. The also failed to mention that the results alluded to at the
end of the chapter were published as part of the book "Y ou Failed Y our Math Test, Comrade Einstein" available right
here on Y ou Failed Y our Math Test, Comrade Einstein: Adventures and Misadventures of Y oung Mathematicians, Or
Test Your Skillsin Almost Recreational Mathematics.

Through revealing photographs and accompanying text, this book offers an enchanting and beautiful glimpseinto the
inner life of the Institut des Hautes tudes Scientifiques (IHES). The IHES in France is an institute of advanced research
in mathematics and theoretical physics with an interest in epistemology and the history of science. It provides
exceptionally gifted scientists with a place where they can devote themselves entirely to their research, free of teaching
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and administrative constraints, and offers them the opportunity to invite visitors with whom they wish to work.

The book isawindow on the inner life of the The Institut des Hautes tudes Scientifiques (IHES), an institute of
advanced research in mathematics and theoretical physics. [ The editors] utilize candid photographs and commentary
from and exchanges with the researchers themselves to depict the IHES environment and the work conducted in the
unique institute.Reference Research Book News, February 2009 | often want to show my students what the people we
talk about looked (or look) like, but it is often frustrating and difficult to find good photographs of mathematicians,
and even harder to get information about when they were made, and by whom. Thisis one of the things that makes
books like this one valuable: here are some of the big names, and we know exactly where and when the photos were
taken. Historians, in particular, will find this valuable. Most of all, however, these expressive photos of
mathematicians and theoretical physicists doing what they do are a beautiful record of thelife of a place and of the
people who go there.Fernando Q. Gouva, MAA s, February 2009 One gets avivid and unusual picture of mathematics
from the side not of theorems and proofs but from the side of the experience of mathematicians. . . doing
mathematics.Zentralblatt MATH, January 2009 It isahymn to thislittle paradise for very brilliant people, called
IHES, avery special center of mathematical research of the highest order . . . By showing visitors from al over teh
world, the album also shows how much the world of mathematics has become global . . . This charming little book can
keep us dreaming of the excitement of science.Jean-Michel Kantor, The Mathematical Intelligencer , July 2009 The
Institut des Hautes Etudes Scientifiques in France is an institue of advanced research in mathematics and theoretical
physics. This book contains snapshots of its scientists and visitors, [all of whom] contributed alittle essay on subjects
from mathematics to philosophy. ... [1t] can serve as arecreational read for anyone.EM S Newsletter, December 2009
This book is recreational, insightful, and pleasant. ... | can easily see sharing parts with my students to help them see
through this small window when they ask, 'Where will we use this? The small bits | have shared have sparked more
interest in mathematics as afield instead of just a doorway into engineering or other scientific interests. | recommend
this book to teachers and students.Allen Jacobson, M athematics Teacher, March 2010A bout the AuthorJean-Francois
Dars and Anne Papillault are research engineers with CNRS Images, and directors of numerous scientific documentary
films. Annick Lesneisa CNRS researcher at Laboratoire de Physique Theorique de la Matiere Condensee (CNRS-
Paris 6) and temporarily at the Institut des Hautes Etudes Scientifiques (IHES).



